[image: image1.jpg][:)Parinership






SUMMARY SHEET

Agenda Nr. 1.04/9
Subject
Advocacy and Communication

For Information  FORMCHECKBOX 

For Discussion  FORMCHECKBOX 

For Decision  FORMCHECKBOX 


Introduction

The Report of the 2nd ad hoc Committee on the TB Epidemic has identified advocacy and communication as a strategic means to enable achievement of the goals of the Stop TB Partnership. The report strongly recommends the rapid strengthening of TB advocacy, programme communication and social mobilization at both global and national levels. While much of global and regional TB communication to date has been directed, quite successfully, at mobilizing resources and strengthening political and governmental commitment, there is an urgent need to intensify these efforts that are specifically directed at increasing societal commitment and participation in TB control.

Summary

It is universally acknowledged that in the areas of TB epidemiology, surveillance, drugs, research and DOTS operations, Stop TB partners include strong technical agencies with established global and country presence (e.g., WHO, IUATLD, KNCV and CDC to name a few). However, it is equally well-recognized that unlike some other global public health projects such as Polio Eradication and HIV/AIDS,  no such specialized communication partners currently exist for Tuberculosis. Additionally, aside from some specific exceptions, WHO is not mandated to provide technical assistance/support to countries in the area of advocacy, communication and social mobilization. A rapid assessment conducted by the Stop TB Partnership in 2002-2003 found a serious lack of communication capacities within NTPs of the high-burden countries.  Given these challenges, the reports of the Experts’ Consultation on Communication and Social Mobilisation (Cancun, June 2003) as well as the Meeting of the Stop TB Advocacy and Communication Task Force (Johannesburg, September 2003) strongly recommended that a formal entity representing the Advocacy and Communication constituency be established within the Stop TB Partnership. The recent evaluation of the Stop TB Partnership similarly recommends that serious consideration be given to establishing such a body to better support the needs of the Stop TB movement.

Decisions requested from the Coordinating Board

Initiate discussions for the development of a formal governance structure to guide all Advocacy and Communication activities of the Stop TB Partnership.

Next steps and time frame

WHAT
WHO
WHEN
FOCAL POINT
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