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The TB REACH Facility 

Too many people with tuberculosis are not being reached with life-saving treatment. A new initiative seeks to change that.
The problem
Each year across the world as many as 3.5 million people who become sick with tuberculosis fail to access timely, accurate diagnosis and effective treatment. Most of these people come from the poorest and most vulnerable parts of society.  These invisible tuberculosis patients are suffering and sometimes dying needlessly.  And our failure to find more people who have an infectious form of tuberculosis is thwarting efforts to reduce spread of the disease.
National health systems and traditional tuberculosis services cannot tackle this problem alone.  Only through engagement with new players and innovative approaches can we enhance detection of tuberculosis and provide treatment to every person who needs it.
New solutions

The Stop TB Partnership's TB REACH Facility seeks to support innovative approaches to increasing tuberculosis case detection, in line with the World Health Organization's Stop TB Strategy.  To that end, the Facility will each year award grants ranging approximately from US $500 000 to US $1 000 000 to applicants who have demonstrated their ability to achieve this goal, through approaches such as:
· actively seeking out people who are affected by tuberculosis but have not sought diagnosis, in areas where the disease is highly prevalent
· laboratory strengthening to improve accuracy of diagnosis
· engagement of private health care providers and the community, including its leaders.
The aim is to leverage commitment to innovative projects that can later be sustained through the country's own budget or grants from multilateral donors such as the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria or bilateral donor agencies. 
The concept for the TB REACH Facility was finalized early in 2009.  The needed steps to get the programme up and running are now underway. 
Selection process

An External Proposal Review Committee independent of the Stop TB Partnership Secretariat will review each eligible proposal and make selections based on its technical merits, the applicant's capacity to achieve the stated objectives and outcomes and the financial competence of the proposal and proposing organization.  
Key criteria
· The country where the project will be carried out must be among those with the highest burden of tuberculosis, and where 60% or less of tuberculosis cases are currently detected, as assessed by WHO.
· Projects are expected to be cost-effective, sustainable (using local materials and personnel) and capable of demonstrating independently verifiable results.  
· The Gross National Income of the country in which the project is to be carried out must not exceed US $1500 based on World Bank criteria.
· The project's cost related to detecting and curing tuberculosis must not exceed US$ 300 per person. 
· Projects showing evidence that they complement and harmonize with the existing health system will receive priority.
