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	Summary Sheet

	Agenda nr.  2.09- 12.0
	Subject
	South Africa Programme review

	For information  FORMCHECKBOX 

	For discussion  FORMCHECKBOX 

	For decision  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Rationale: 

To review progress made in implementation of the recommendations following the recent programme review held in South Africa between 6-17 July 2009.  To coincide with the final days of the review, the Stop TB Partnership sent a delegation of high level members of the Board, including Irene Koek, Chair of the Stop TB Coordinating Board; Giorgio Roscigno, CEO FIND and Chair of the Stop TB Working Group on New Diagnostics; Leopold Blanc, Coordinator WHOTBS and team leader of the programme review; Bah Keita, TB Regional Adviser WHO-AFRO; Stella Anyangwe, WHO country representative, Michel Sidibe, Executive Director of UNAIDS; and Marcos Espinal, Executive Secretary, Stop TB Partnership.

	Summary: 

As laid out in the Executive Summary of the Joint Review of the National TB Control Programme of South Africa (Doc. 2.09-12.1) a number of success and challenges were recorded.  While there has been a demonstrable improvement in detection of new cases, this increase is mostly driven by HIV / TB co-infection, with more than 70% of TB patients co-infected.  A series of general and specific recommendations follow.  

The High Level Mission of the Partnership met with both the Minister of Health and the Deputy President and provided a detailed technical and political briefing including progress and challenges. There has been important progress in the areas of basic DOTS since the last programme review in 2004.  However, challenges still remain. 1% of the population of South Africa is developing active TB every year. The main priority areas to address include the need to boost TB/HIV integration efforts according to the WHO guidelines on TB/HIV collaborative activities, expansion of the coverage of diagnosis and treatment of MDR-TB, implementation of infection control measures, the creation of a national partnership to engage civil society and other stakeholders, engagement of the community, strengthening ACSM efforts.

	Decisions requested (from Stop TB Coordinating Board): 

N/A

	Implications (political / financial / staffing, etc): 

Continuing support to South Africa through:
-  Assistance in setting up a national partnership involving major stakeholders with the aim to strengthen the response to the TB and TB/HIV epidemics.
- The Secretariat is exploring ways it could collaborate with the government of South Africa on World TB Day observances and on events linked to the World Cup

	Next Steps

	Action Required: N/A

	Focal Point: Leopold Blanc

	Timeframe: N/A
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