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	Summary Sheet

	Agenda nr.  1.09- 4
	Subject
	M/XDR-TB Ministerial Meeting in Beijing and implications for WHA

	For information X
	For discussion X
	For decision X

	Rationale:  
Multidrug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) is a life-threatening form of TB, affecting half a million people each year, with a much higher mortality than drug susceptible TB.  It is on the increase in some countries and yet only some 3% of cases are being treated according to standards set by WHO.  If MDR-TB is not vigorously addressed it stands to replace the mainly drug susceptible strains causing 95% of the world's TB today. The causes of drug resistance are principally within the health system, and cannot be addressed by National TB Programmes alone. Action is thus required now at both the political and technical levels. 

	Summary:  
Given the rationale above, the " Global Tuberculosis Control and Patient Care: A ministerial meeting of high M/XDR-TB burden countries" has been convened in Beijing, China, 1-3 April, 2009, at the request of the WHO Global XDR-TB Task Force, which met in April 2008. 
The meeting is organized by the World Health Organization, the Ministry of Health of the People's Republic of China and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  The Partnership supports in full this important meeting.
Preparatory work for the meeting has already stimulated acceleration in some countries in addressing gaps in TB control, and scaling up diagnosis and treatment of MDR-TB. The WHO Executive Board agreed to the proposal of the Chinese delegation that the Prevention and control of multidrug resistant tuberculosis and extensively drug-resistant tuberculosis should be discussed at the World Health Assembly in May, 2009. 

	Decisions requested (from Stop TB Coordinating Board): 

· To determine the role of the Coordinating Board and Partnership in addressing bottlenecks to scaling up management of M/XDR TB

· To agree on a statement for Coordinating Board Members to take to Beijing

	Implications (political / financial / staffing, etc): 
Increasing amounts of TB control resources will need to be deployed to address MDR-TB from now until the foreseeable future. The difficulties in managing MDR-TB are significantly greater than for drug susceptible TB, yet there are insufficient trained people globally and nationally to address MDR-TB, inadequate laboratories, serious deficiencies in basic TB control, drug quality and use, and infection control. HIV infected people are especially vulnerable to MDR-TB.  

	Next Steps

	Action Required: 
Board should plan for additional country support for scaling up prevention and management of MDR-TB

	Focal Point: Paul Nunn/Louise Baker

	Timeframe: 2009 onwards


____________________________________________
16th Stop TB Partnership Coordinating Board Meeting 

21 March 2009 - Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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