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SUMMARY SHEET 

Agenda Nr. 1.08- 4.0C 
SOUTH AFRICA 

Subject 
ROUNDTABLE WITH COUNTRIES: 

COUNTRY REPORTS ON THE  
GLOBAL PLAN 

For Information  For Discussion  For Decision  

Rationale 
 
To inform the Coordinating Board on the implementation of The Global Plan - of 
progress made and the challenges faced by four countries - Afghanistan, India, South 
Africa and Tanzania. 
 

Summary 
1. South Africa has developed and has commenced implementation of its TB 

Strategic Plan 2007-2011, in line with the Global Plan to Stop TB 
2. South Africa has attained 70% case detection rate against a target of 71%; 

the treatment success rate for new smear positive cases is at 71% 
3. We have increased access to laboratory services particularly for culture and 

first and second line drug susceptibility testing, by establishing 3 new 
culture facilities and 3 new second line DST facilities. Importantly South 

Africa was one of the sites of the FIND demonstration project for rapid 
MDR-TB tests and it is likely that the launch of the product will take place in 
South Africa later this year 

4. An Advocacy, Communication and Social mobilisation strategy has been 
developed and being implemented. 

5. TB and HIV activities have been implemented in all 52 health districts in the 
country with routine screening and testing of HIV positive individuals for TB and 
counselling and testing of TB patients for HIV and access to treatment.  

6. MDR and XDR-TB activities implemented in all 52 districts with routine 
screening and testing of all high risk groups and access to treatment. In 2007, 
6191 MDR-TB and 563 XDR-TB patients were started on treatment.  

7. TB infection control guidelines have been developed and training conducted for 
 than 1900 facility health care workers and infection control officers.   

8. Plans are underway to conduct the TB prevalence survey in the country and 
the Drug Resistance Survey in 2008/9. 

 

Challenges: 

1. Health systems issues 

a. Lack of sufficient human resources at all levels of care 

b. Infrastructural improvements for infection control for all health facilities 

c. Community care service models to ensure continuum of care 

2. Poverty – poor living conditions, high unemployment, migration 

3. Testing uptake for TB patients still remains low at 32%. 
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Decisions requested (from the Stop TB Coordinating Board) 
 
 

Implications (political/financial/staffing etc):  
• None 

NEXT STEPS 

Action Required: N/A 

Focal Point: N/A 

Timeframe: N/A 

 




