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SUMMARY SHEET 

Agenda Nr. 1.08-4.0B 
INDIA  

Subject 
ROUNDTABLE WITH MINISTERS: 

COUNTRY REPORTS ON THE  
GLOBAL PLAN 

For Information  For Discussion  For Decision  

Rationale:  
To inform the Coordinating Board on progress made and challenges faced by four 
countries - Afghanistan, India, South Africa and Tanzania, on the implementation of 
the Global Plan. 
 

Summary: 
Progress in India is important for global progress towards the Stop TB targets. 

• India is implementing almost all of the components of the STOP TB strategy 2006, under 

the Revised National TB Control Program (RNTCP).  

• DOTS has been expanded to the entire country since March 2006.  Case detection is by 

quality assured sputum microscopy through a network of more than 12,500 designated 

microscopy centers.  A systematic monitoring & supervision strategy is in place to ensure 

quality DOTS services. 

• RNTCP has been consistently achieving 85% treatment success rate among new smear 

positive (NSP) TB patients and in 2007 RNTCP also achieved NSP case detection of 70%. 

• A joint national framework for TB-HIV collaborative activities is being implemented across 

the country which focuses on service delivery linkages.  

• A network of accredited C&DST laboratories is being established.  So far 4 national 

reference laboratories and two accredited state level reference laboratories have been 

established.  Another 11 laboratories are likely to be established by 2008 and another 13 

by 2009.  DOTS Plus services were initiated in 2007.  To date >100 MDR patients have 

been put on treatment at two sites.  DOTS-Plus services are to be scaled up in a phase 

manner by 2009-10. 

• RNTCP has contributed to the strengthening of health system by upgrading laboratories, 

training health staff and the provision of additional manpower.  RNTCP has also 

participated in efforts to improve the health system under the National Rural Health 

Mission.  

• RNTCP developed special schemes to systematically involve all health care providers.  

Over 2900 NGOs, 17000 PPs, 260 medical colleges and over 150 corporate sector health 

units are implementing the program.  RNTCP has collaborations with professional bodies 

and faith based organization which endorsed the ISTC. 

• An effective RNTCP ACSM strategy is in place. 

• RNTCP is implementing an operational research agenda.  In addition, large scale impact 

assessment surveys are being undertaken.  RNTCP is collaborating for demonstration of 

newer diagnostics (e.g liquid culture and Hains molecular assay) with FIND and for newer 

drugs with pharmaceuticals. 

Challenges 

• Scaling up lab services for Culture and DST. 

• Ensuring uninterrupted supply of quality SLD.   

• Counteracting negative media reports. 

• Promoting rational use of SLD by the private sector. 
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Decisions requested (from the Stop TB Coordinating Board) 
 

1. Streamline GLC mechanism for procurement and supply of SLDs to large programs like 

India as per their requirement, or permit procurement outside GLC mechanism with 

additional batch testing of drugs by GLC. 

2. Additional technical assistance via WHO is required on laboratory strengthening and the 

introduction of molecular techniques such as Hains assay. 
3. Stop TB Partnership's help is required in addressing negative media publicity. 
4. Launch of an international campaign for rational use of SLDs would help India. 

 

Implications (political/financial/staffing etc):  
• None 

NEXT STEPS 

Action Required: N/A 

Focal Point: N/A 

Timeframe: N/A 

 




